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Panthers’ Richardson subject 
of workplace misconduct probe 


Panthers 
owner and 
founder Jerry 
Richardson is 
being 
investigated 
by the team 
regarding 
allegations of 
workplace 
misconduct. 


CHRIS KEANE AP 


BY JOSEPH PERSON, SCOTT FOWLER 
AND JOURDAN RODRIGUE 


jperson@charlotteobserver.com, 
sfowler@charlotteobserver.com, 
jrodrigue@charlotteobserver.com 


The Carolina Panthers an- 
nounced on Friday that the 
team is investigating team own- 
er and founder Jerry Richardson 
for allegations of workplace 
misconduct. 

Richardson, 81, has owned the 
team since it began play as an 
NFL expansion franchise in the 
1995 season and led the owner- 
ship group that brought profes- 


sional football to the Carolinas. 

The investigation will be con- 
ducted by Quinn 
Emanuel Ur- 
quhart and Sulli- 
van, LLP, an 
international law 
firm based in Los 
Angeles. Erskine 
Bowles, a limited 
owner with the 
team and a form- 
er White House 
chief of staff, will oversee the 
probe. 

“The Carolina Panthers and 
Mr. Richardson take these alle- 
gations very seriously and are 


Erskine 
Bowles 


fully committed to a full in- 
vestigation and taking appropri- 
ate steps to address and reme- 
diate any misconduct,” team 
spokesman Steven Drummond 
said in a statement. “The entire 
organization is fully committed 
to ensuring a safe, comfortable 
and diverse work environment 
where all individuals, regardless 
of sex, race, color, religion, 
gender, or sexual identity or 
orientation, are treated fairly 
and equally. We have work to do 
to achieve this goal, but we are 
going to meet it.” 
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With Rubio, 
Corker on 
board, GOP 
advances 
tax plan 


BY JIM TANKERSLEY 
AND THOMAS KAPLAN 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Republican lawmakers on 
Friday secured enough votes to 
pass the most sweeping tax 
overhaul in decades, putting 
them on the cusp of their first 
significant legislative victory as 
party leaders geared up to pass a 
$1.5 trillion tax cut along party 
lines and send it to President 
Donald Trump by Christmas. 

A day after the bill’s fate 
seemed somewhat in doubt, 
Republican leaders notched two 
wins Friday, when Sen. Marco 
Rubio, R-Fla., said he would 
vote yes after winning a more 
generous child tax credit in the 
final bill and Sen. Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn., who voted against the 
initial Senate bill over deficit 
concerns, said he would support 
the legislation despite the cost 
of the tax cuts. 

The unexpected support from 
Corker, who had opposed the 
initial Senate legislation over 
concerns about its impact on the 
deficit, put the Republicans on 
the 1-yard line in the final sec- 
onds of the tax bill debate. Law- 
makers plan to vote on the bill 
next week. 

On Friday, as details emerged 
about the final bill, it became 
clear that the agreement would 
provide slightly more generous 
tax breaks to low- and middle- 
income Americans by reducing 
some benefits for higher ear- 
ners, one of several tweaks in- 
tended to solve the budget prob- 
lems for the bill’s passage, ac- 
cording to people briefed on the 
final plan. 

Some highlights of the final 
bill were provided in a summary 
obtained Friday by The Associ- 
ated Press. The bill would: 

e Set seven tax brackets, low- 
ering the top rate from 39.6 per- 
cent to 37 percent. The new rates 
start at 10 percent and rise to 12, 
22, 24, 32, 35 and 37 percent. 
Compared to the Senate bill, the 
revised legislation would lower 
some thresholds for entering a 
higher individual marginal tax 
bracket. For example, the top 
bracket for a married couple 
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The 1,000-seat Regal Park Terrace Stadium 6 movie theater opened in 1964. The historic theater is expected to close Sunday, and owners 
say the building will be renovated to make way for a new, yet-to-be-named tenant. 


Charlotteans remember 
Park Terrace as a place 
of movies and moments 
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A 1964 ad for the theater and “Captain Newman.” 


BY KATHERINE PERALTA 
kperalta@charlotteobserver.com 


When the Park Terrace theater 
opened in the spring of 1964, movie- 
goers were greeted with amenities and 
decor considered quite snazzy at the 
time - red Formica paneling in the 
lobby, gold detailing, plush carpeting 
and luxurious theater seats fixed on 
rocking chair springs. 

Speaking to the crowd that night was 
Charlotte Chamber President John 
Belk, the department store leader who 
would later serve four terms as mayor 
of Charlotte. The first show was an 
obscure movie starring Gregory Peck 
called “Captain Newman.” Adult tick- 
ets sold for 90 cents. 

But the curtain comes down on over 
half a century of nostalgia Sunday, 
when the Park Road Shopping Center 
theater shows its last movie, “My 
Friend Dahmer,” based off the graphic 
novel about the serial killer/cannibal, 
Jeffrey Dahmer. 

Edens, the Columbia-based owner 
of the shopping center, said this week 
it has no plans to tear the Park Terrace 


building down. Rather, the building 
will be renovated to make way for a 
new, yet-to-be-named tenant. 

After the Observer reported that the 
Regal Entertainment Group-owned 
theater would end its more than 50- 
year run before the busy holiday sea- 
son, dozens of readers reached out to 
express their dismay with the upcom- 
ing closure and to share their stories, 
from date nights to premieres to high 
school jobs. 


OPENING CREDITS 

For many Charlotteans, Park 
Terrace was a place where childhood 
memories were born. 

Tim Parati grew up in what is now 
Madison Park, just off Woodlawn 
Road. He went to the 
theater all the time with 
his friends before land- 
ing a job as an usher 
when he was a 17-year- 
old student at Olympic 
High School. He held a 
slew of jobs there be- 
tween 1978 and 1987, 
including cleaning vo- 
mit off the floor when “Alien” was 
shown. 

Parati wound up majoring in theater 
at UNC Charlotte and watched himself 
on screen after he worked as an extra 
in the Stephen King horror film “Silver 
Bullet” that played at Park Terrace in 
1985. Now a Wesley Heights resident, 
Parati still works as an actor, appear- 
ing most recently with a recurring role 


Tim Parati 
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